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• Confirmed record of hiding sensitive nuclear fuel cycle 

activities from the IAEA.

• Iran’s rationale for “peaceful” nuclear fuel cycle does not 

hold up under scrutiny.

– Given Iran’s insufficient uranium reserves, Iran cannot achieve its 

goal of nuclear energy independence.

– Moreover, indigenous fuel cycle costs are substantially greater 

than importing nuclear fuel at market prices…or taking full 

advantage of its current wasted hydrocarbon resources.

• But Iran’s uranium reserves could give Iran a significant 

number of nuclear weapons. In fact, Iran’s facilities are 

scaled exactly like another state’s facilities that were 

designed to produce fissile material for nuclear weapons.



Fuel Cycle RationalizationFuel Cycle Rationalization

1. “Iran cannot rely on energy from fossil fuels for the following 

reason: resources are limited…and the local use of these 

resources will drastically affect foreign exchange earnings.”

-- Iranian Vice-President and Atomic Energy Minister 

Aghazadeh, May 2003

2. “The best use that a country like mine can make out of its 

uranium ores is to replace oil as a primary source of 

energy…within two decades most of our oil production will be 

consumed internally, leaving nothing tangible for export.”

-- Iranian Representative to the IAEA, Ambassador Salehi, March 

2003

Senior Iranian officials have stressed two themes to rationalize Iran’s 

extensive nuclear fuel cycle expenditures in support of plans to

build 7000 Megawatts of nuclear power by 2020:
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Long-standing IAEA safeguards violations show that 

Iran kept its nuclear activities hidden until they were 

first revealed by others.

Iran’s provision of “changing or contradictory 

information,” as described by the Director General, 

leaves major issues remain unresolved:

•Apart from “contamination,” the full extent 

of centrifuge research and development;

•The full extent of plutonium 

experimentation;

•Military involvement in any nuclear activity.
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Natanz Gas Centrifuge Natanz Gas Centrifuge 

Uranium Enrichment ComplexUranium Enrichment Complex

•Covert facility in remote location, could enrich uranium for weapons

•Dummy structures to prevent detection and identification

•Concealed underground, hardened, well defended
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